
AGENDA ITEM 4 


State of California 
Medical Board of California 
2005 Evergreen Street, Suite 1200 
Sacramento, Ca 95815 
www.mbc.ca.gov 

Memorandum 

Date: July 10,2012 

To: Board Members 

From: Kevin A. Schunke, UCD Telemedicine Project Manager 

Subject: UCD Telemedicine Project 

Assembly Bill 329, carried by Assembly Member Nakanishi in 2007, authorized the Medical 
Board of California to establish a pilot program to expand the practice of telemedicine in 
California. The purpose ofthe pilot is to develop methods, using telemedicine, to deliver 
health care to persons with a chronic disease. The pilot also shall develop information on the 
best practices for chronic disease management services and techniques and other health care 
information as deemed appropriate. 

In the long term, the pilot strives for an outcome that documents improved methods of teaching 
personal health care maintenance to a patient with a chronic disease and, with this increased 
knowledge, it is hoped that objective lab data from the pilot will reflect the improvements in the 
patient's self-managed care of the disease. 

The bill required the Board to make a report to the Legislature, with fmdings and 
reconunendations, within one calendar year after the conunencement date of the pilot. The 
report was to include an evaluation of the improvement and affordability of health care services 
and the reduction in the number of complications achieved by the pilot. However, as was 
explained in previous reports to the Legislature, the Board entered into a contract for a three
year pilot and has submitted reports in 2010 and 2011. Both of these armual reports have been 
presented to the Board and are posted on the Web site. 

Dr. Jim Nuovo from the University of California, Davis is principle investigator of the team 
guiding this project. During the past two years, Dr. Nuovo and the members of his team 
presented a sununary of the project to the Board and will attend the July 20,2012 meeting to 
present the preliminary findings and experiences of the pilot. Since the contract ended on June 
30,2012, the data now is being reviewed and evaluated. The final report will be prepared 
during the fall of2012, to include an evaluation of the entire pilot and to prepare evidence-based 
reconunendations. That report will be forwarded once fmalized. 

If you have any questions about this agenda item, please contact me at (916) 263-2368 or via 
email at kevin.schunke@mbc.ca.gov. 
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